Broadcasting

BELIZE:
BROADCASTING BILL, 2026

ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

PART I
Preliminary
1. Short title.
2. Interpretation.
PART II
Administration

3. Belize Broadcasting Authority and Board of Directors.

4.  Functions of the Authority.

PART III

Licensing
5. Application for a broadcasting licence and category of licences.
6.  Exemptions for national online broadcaster.

7.  Person to obtain licence under this Act before obtaining licence under
the Telecommunications Act.

8. Circumstances where licence becomes void.
9. Renewal of licences.

10. Government-owned broadcasting service not subject to licensing.

PART IV

Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal

11. Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal.



Broadcasting

12.  Grounds of appeal to the Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal.

PART V
Associations Representing Broadcasters
13. Incorporation and functions of associations.

14. Regulations for registration and standards of associations.

PART VI

Duty to Keep, Maintain, and Present Records
15. Duty to keep and maintain records.
16. Duty to present records.
17. Public display of broadcast licence credentials.
18. Identification badge.

19.  Authority to issue administrative instructions for procedure for dealing
with records.

PART VII

Compliance Orders, Takedown Orders, Administrative Penalties, and Court
Orders

20. Compliance orders and administrative penalties.
21. Takedown order.

22.  Appeal to the Tribunal.

23.  Application by Authority to court for orders.

24.  Application by Authority to block access to Internet-based broadcast.

PART VIII



Broadcasting

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Domestic Content Support Fund
Establishment of the Fund.
Funding of the Fund.
Grants from the Fund.
PART IX

Offences and Penalties
Offences and penalties.

General penalty.

PART X

Miscellaneous

Emergency broadcasts.
Broadcast standards and quality.

Allowances of Board members.

Annual reporting by the Board of Directors of the Authority.

Regulations to establish a broadcasting code of conduct.

Regulations.

Amendment of Schedules.
Expenses.

References in other enactments.
Consequential amendments.
Transitional.

Commencement.



Broadcasting

SCHEDULE I

SCHEDULE II

SCHEDULE III

SCHEDULE IV



BELIZE:

Broadcasting

BILL
for

AN ACT to repeal and replace the Broadcasting and Television Act,
Chapter 227 of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition
2020; to further establish and facilitate a modernised framework for
the licensing and regulation of broadcasters; and to provide for
matters connected therewith and incidental thereto.

(Gazetted , 2026)

BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent of the House of
Representatives and Senate of Belize and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

PART I
Preliminary
1. This Act may be cited as the
BROADCASTING ACT, 2026.
2.—(1) In this Act—
“association” means any association formed in accordance with section 13;

“Authority” means the Belize Broadcasting Authority established under
section 3(1);

“blocking measures” means technical or procedural actions implemented
pursuant to a court order, regulatory directive or administrative instruction
that enable the identification and blocking of access to one or more specified
broadcast channels, programmes, or broadcast including but not limited to
DNS-level blocking, IP Address-level blocking, dynamic blocking measures
or any other methods designed to disable or limit access to unlawful or non-
compliant broadcasts over the Internet, as provided for under this Act;

“Board” means the Belize Broadcasting Authority Board of Directors
established under section 3(3);

“broadcast” means the output of a broadcaster engaged in broadcasting;

Short title.

Interpretation.
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“broadcast channel” means a programme-carrying signal consisting of
programmes, transmitted by a broadcaster for the purpose of subsequent
transmission to the public;

“broadcaster” means a person that takes the initiative and responsibility for
broadcasting, including assembling, scheduling, or curating the programmes
carried on a broadcast channel, and includes a person issued a licence in a
category specified under section 5;

“broadcasting” means the electronic transmission of one or more programmes
for reception by the public through programme-carrying signals by way of
mediums of mass communication, including, but not limited to, transmission
by way of closed transmission paths, the frequency spectrum, satellite,
Internet Protocol television, radio waves, the world wide web, through the
sale, distribution or alteration of devices that deliver programmes to members
of the public or encrypted signals that exist now or may exist in the future;

“broadcasting service” means the provision of one or more broadcast
channels to the public;

“copyright” has the meaning assigned to it by section 3(1) of the Copyright
Act;

“domain name” means a unique, human-readable identifier assigned within
the Domain Name System that corresponds to an IP Address or other resource
record, and is used to identify and access websites, services, or other
resources on the Internet;

“Domain Name Service Provider” means a person that provides services
enabling the resolution of domain names into an IP Address and related
functions within the Domain Name System, including the operation of
recursive or authoritative name servers, management of DNS records, and
provision of domain name resolution services to any other person or other
DNS providers, whether for public or private use;

“Domain Name System” means the hierarchal and distributed naming system
that translates a human-readable domain name into an IP Address and other
resource records, enabling the location and routing of data across the Internet,
and includes the infrastructure, protocols, and services that support domain
name resolution;

“domestic channel” means a broadcast channel certified by the Authority in
accordance with such criteria and requirements as may be prescribed,

“domestic programme” means any programme meeting the minimum
threshold of content created or produced in Belize as may be prescribed;

“dynamic blocking measures” means technical or procedural actions
implemented pursuant to a court order, regulatory directive or administrative

CAP. 252.
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instruction that enable the ongoing identification and blocking of access to
mirror sites, alternative domain names, IP Addresses or other online resources
that replicate or substantially reproduce an unlawful broadcast channel,
including the ability to update or modify blocking instructions without
requiring a new court order for each additional mirror site or alternative
domain name;

“emergency broadcast” means a national public warning which is broadcast
or directed to be broadcast by the National Emergency Management
Organisation established under the Disaster Preparedness and Response Act;

“IP Address” means the internet protocol address which is an identifying set
of numbers, letters or a combination thereof that is associated with a specific
computer or computer network and when connected to the internet, the IP
address allows the computers to send and receive information;

“Internet Service Provider” means a person that provides users with access to
the Internet and related services, including the transmission, routing, or
exchange of Internet traffic, through various technologies including but not
limited to fixed, mobile, wireless, or satellite networks, and may also offer
ancillary services such as domain name resolution hosting or email services;

“licence” means a licence issued to a person under section 5, permitting that
licensee to offer services within the scope of the licence;

“licensee” means the holder of a licence issued in accordance with section 5;
“Minister” means Minister responsible for broadcasting;

“mirror site” means a resource on the Internet, such as a website, which
replicates, substantially reproduces, or provides access to the same broadcast
channel, programme or broadcast as another resource on the Internet,
typically under a different domain name, or IP Address, and is created for the
purpose of circumventing a compliance order, a takedown order, or a court
order, or for the purpose of maintaining the availability of an unlawful
broadcast channel, programme or broadcast;

“national online broadcaster” means a broadcaster that takes the initiative and
responsibility for broadcasting exclusively through internet-based sources
and internet-dependent digital platforms, where such broadcasts are primarily
directed to audiences within Belize and the broadcaster derives advertising or
sponsorship revenue predominantly from citizens of Belize;

“programme” means live or recorded intellectual property consisting of
images, sounds or both, or representations thereof made available for the
purpose of distribution to the general public or a portion thereof;

CAP. 145.
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“programmer” means the person who owns or is licensed to offer, whether
for a fee or not, one or more programmes which are being or are to be
broadcast;

“programme-carrying signal” means an electronically generated carrier, as
originally transmitted and in any subsequent technical format, carrying a
programme;

“radio waves” means any electromagnetic waves of frequencies less than
3000 GHz propagated in space without artificial guide;

“Secretary” means the person performing the functions of secretary to the
Authority;

“telecommunications” has the meaning assigned to it by the Belize
Telecommunications Act; and

“Tribunal” means the Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal established under
section 11.

(2) Any provision in this Act in which an individual category of
licensee is referred to by name shall be construed as applying exclusively to
that category of broadcaster.

PART II

Administration

3.—~(1) There is hereby established an Authority, known as the Belize
Broadcasting Authority, which shall be a body corporate having perpetual
succession and a common seal which shall be judicially noticed and which
may sue and be sued in its corporate name and may make contracts and hold
and dispose of land of whatever tenure and other property for the purpose of
carrying out its functions under this Act.

(2) All deeds, documents or other instruments requiring the seal of the
Authority shall be sealed with the common seal of the Authority in the
presence of the Chairperson and one other member of the Authority who shall

sign every such deed, document or other instrument to which the seal is
affixed.

(3) There is hereby established a Board of Directors known as the
Belize Broadcasting Authority Board of Directors with overall responsibility
for carrying out the objectives, purpose and functions of the Authority, and
the constitution of the Board shall be as set out in Schedule I.

4.—(1) The functions of the Authority are to—
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advise the Minister on any matter within its knowledge or in
respect of which the Minister seeks advice;

receive and approve, or reject applications for a licence, and to
issue licences subject to such terms and conditions as the
Authority determines necessary in accordance with this Act;

obtain from any licensee such information as may be
prescribed relating to the operations and programmes run by
that licensee;

ensure that the services provided by licensees are in
accordance with plans prepared by the Authority and
approved by the Minister;

ensure that the—

(i)  technical equipment used by licensees is maintained
by the operators of those facilities in accordance with
such standards and practices as the Authority may
direct from time to time;

(ii)  operations of the licensee comply with such standards
and practices as the Authority may direct from time to
time; and

(iii) terms and conditions of licences issued under this Act
are complied with;

receive and investigate complaints about, and to identify
non-compliance by, licensees and any person who may be
considered to be broadcasting within Belize, and to issue
compliance orders, takedown orders, issue administrative
penalties or to undertake any other action provided for in this
Act to adequately address the complaint or non-compliance
identified;

institute legal proceedings in any court of law on any matter
relating to the proper management and regulation of
broadcasting in Belize and for this purpose it shall be
deemed a Public Authority within the meaning of section 2
of the Public Authorities Protection Act;

in the appropriate circumstances, to suspend, revoke or
amend the terms of a licence;

establish and maintain a Register of associations
representing licensees;
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issue administrative instructions, guidelines, or directives as
it considers necessary or expedient for the purpose of giving
effect to the provisions of this Act and any licence
conditions;

do all other things as are necessary and expedient in relation
to broadcasters to secure the proper execution of this Act;
and

perform all other functions assigned to it under this Act or
any other law.

(2) The Authority may determine the—

(@
()

(©

hours during which programmes may be broadcast;

conditions subject to which advertisements may be
broadcast by licensees; and

types of programmes and broadcast channels such as
domestic channels and domestic programmes, which may be
broadcast and the use of certain programmes of an
educational, cultural, sporting, or scientific nature or such
programmes as the Authority may reasonably require in the
public interest at such time or times as may be prescribed.

(3) The Authority may, in exercising its functions under this section,
consult with licensees.

PART III

Licensing

5.~(1) No person shall establish or operate any broadcast channel,
broadcasting service or use any apparatus or installation for the purposes of
broadcasting except under and in accordance with a licence issued by the
Authority and upon payment of such fees as may be prescribed.

(2) A person shall apply for, and may be issued, a licence in one of the
following categories—

(@)

(b)

“audio broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster offering
aural programmes via a broadcast channel to the public,
transmitted by means other than the frequency spectrum,
whether for or without a charge or fee;

“video broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster offering
audio-visual programmes via a broadcast channel to the
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public, transmitted by means other than the frequency
spectrum, whether for or without a charge or fee;

(c) “free-to-air broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster offering
either aural or audio-visual programmes via a broadcast
channel to the public, transmitted through a frequency
spectrum licensed by the Public Utilities Commission for
that purpose;

(d) “multi-channel streaming broadcasting service”, for a
broadcaster which offers a broadcasting service to the
public, where such broadcasting service consists of a
grouping of broadcast channels offered to the public through
internet-based sources and internet-dependent digital
platforms, and such programmes may be continuous or on-
demand and may be offered to the public for a fee or without
a fee, unless otherwise exempted by Order of the Minister;

(e) “multi-channel linear broadcasting service”, for a
broadcaster which offers a broadcasting service to the
public, where such broadcasting service consists of the
grouping of broadcast channels offered to the public for a fee
or without a fee through a closed transmission path;

(f) “broadcast resale and marketing service”, for a person who
re-sells, re-distributes or markets any broadcast or device
which delivers programmes, whether or not those broadcasts
or devices have been licensed under this section; or

(g) “national online broadcasting service”, for a person who
operates as a national online broadcaster.

(3) A broadcaster licensed primarily for multi-channel linear
broadcasting, which indicates on its application for a licence that it also offers
multi-channel streaming broadcasting services to its subscribers to the multi-
channel linear broadcasting service within the geographical area, shall also
be licensed for that multi-channel streaming broadcasting service with no
additional licence fee applied, if such multi-channel streaming broadcasting
service is offered only to subscribers of the multi-channel linear broadcasting
service.

6.—(1) The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, prescribe
the criteria, thresholds or classes of national online broadcasters that shall
qualify to be exempt from the requirement to obtain a licence under this Act.

(2) Without limiting the generality of sub-section (1), such criteria or
thresholds may include—

Exemptions
for national
online

broadcaster.
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(a) whether the national online broadcaster derives revenue or
other commercial benefits from his broadcasts;

(b)  the number or frequency of national online broadcasts made
available to the public;

(c) the average or maximum audience size per national online
broadcast;

(d) whether the national online broadcast is made available to
the general public in Belize or to a limited group; and

(e) any other factor which the Authority may consider relevant
to the public interest.

(3) A national online broadcaster that falls within a class, criterion, or
threshold established under sub-section (1) shall apply to the Authority for an
exemption from the requirement to obtain a licence under this Act.

(4) The Authority may approve an application for exemption where it
is satisfied that the applicant meets the applicable criteria, thresholds, or class
established under sub-section (1).

7.—(1) A person who is required to obtain a licence or permit issued pursuant
to the Belize Telecommunications Act enabling that person to set up
infrastructure for the purposes of operating any system to transmit one or
more broadcast channels shall first apply to the Authority for a licence under
this Act.

(2) The Authority shall review an application made under sub-section
(1) and, if it meets the requirements prescribed under this Act, a provisional
approval of licence valid for no more than six months shall be issued to the
applicant by the Authority.

(3) The applicant may, within the period of the provisional approval
of licence, apply for final approval by submitting—

(a) proof of the grant of the necessary licence or permit issued
pursuant to the Belize Telecommunications Act enabling the
applicant to set up infrastructure for the purposes of
operating any system to transmit a broadcast; and

(b) any additional document which may be requested by the
Authority.

8. A licence becomes void if a licensee changes fifty-one percent or more
of its shareholder or ultimate beneficial owner composition without first—
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(a) obtaining the approval of the Authority for continuation of
the existing licence; and
(b) updating the records of the licensee with all information as
may be required by the Authority.
9. A licensee may apply to renew a licence granted under this Part on the ﬁgggx;l of
same terms and conditions as its current valid licence, and such renewal '
application shall be filed with the Authority no later than three months prior
to the expiration date of the current valid licence of the licensee.
10. Government-

A channel operated by the Government of Belize Press Office or any
other broadcasting channel wholly owned by the Government of Belize shall
be deemed to hold a licence and any required certification under this Act. The
provisions of this Act relating to the application for, issuance, renewal,
suspension, revocation or transfer of a licence or certificate shall not apply to
such channel, but the channel shall comply with all other applicable
requirements of this Act and any regulations made thereunder, including
content, technical and operational standards.

PART IV
Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal

11.  There is hereby established a Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal, the
composition of which is outlined in Schedule II.

12.—(1)  Subject to sub-section (2), a person may appeal to the Tribunal if
that person is aggrieved by a decision of the Authority in relation to—

(a) the refusal of the grant or the refusal of the renewal of a
licence;

(b) terms or conditions applicable to a licence;

(c) a final compliance order or a takedown order, with or
without administrative penalties;

(d) adecision of the Authority as to the type or category in which
a broadcaster’s broadcast channel falls; or

(e) any other decision or undertaking of any other action where
the right of appeal or opportunity to be heard is expressly
referred to the Tribunal.

owned
broadcasting
service not
subject to
licensing.

Broadcasting
Appeals
Tribunal.
Schedule II.

Grounds of
appeal to the
Broadcasting
Appeals
Tribunal.
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(2) No appeal shall be made to the Tribunal against a decision of the
Authority to refuse to grant or renew a licence, or against the decision of the
Authority to apply administrative penalties, if the decision was on the ground
of being necessary to preserve national security.

(3) An appeal shall lie from the Tribunal to the Court of Appeal on a
point of law.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Part and Schedule II, the Tribunal
shall regulate its own proceedings.

PART V

Associations Representing Broadcasters

13.—(1) Any group of licensees under this Act may form an association, which
shall be registered as a not-for-profit body corporate under the Companies
Act expressly for the purposes of performing the functions outlined in sub-
section (3) and any other functions deemed necessary by the members of that
association.

(2) An association registered pursuant to sub-section (1) shall, within
one month of its registration, notify the Authority in writing with proof of its
incorporation under the Belize Companies Act, proof of the approval of Non-
Profit-Organisation status, and a certified listing of its directors and members.

(3) The functions of an association are to—

(a) negotiate with owners of copyright, licensees of copyright or
their agents and to enter into broadcast licensing, assignment
or other arrangements or agreements for and on behalf of its
members;

(b) make available to its members for broadcasting, on equal
terms and conditions, the programmes and broadcast
channels acquired by it under paragraph (a);

(c) ensure compliance of its members with all agreements, and
other licensing arrangements entered into by it under
paragraph (a), and to file a complaint with the Authority
within a reasonable time, outlining any difficulties existing
in obtaining compliance of one or more named members
affecting negotiations or obligations of its members in
respect of the programmes and broadcast channels referred
to in paragraph (a); and

Schedule II.
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(d) recommend policies and programmes that are beneficial to
the business interests of members of the association and the
Belizean public.

(4) It shall be a condition of membership of an association that each
member—

(a) complies with conditions and policies of membership in
force within the association, with the exception of any
condition of membership which contradicts any provision in
this Act; and

(b) pays the licence fees or other fees associated with or relating
to an agreement entered into by that association pursuant to
sub-section (3)(a), and in the event of a failure to comply
with this paragraph the member shall, upon receipt of a
notice from that association, immediately—

(i) remove the programmes and broadcast channels for
which no fees have been paid, with effect from a date
specified in the notice; or

(ii) pay the requisite fees for the past broadcast of the
programme and broadcast channel, and if intended, for
the continued broadcast of the programme.

(5) Inthe event of a failure by a member of that association to comply
with sub-section (4) (a) or (b), that association shall, when submitting the
complaint referred to in sub-section (3) (c), request that the Authority take
immediate interim action or exercise any of its powers necessary to dissuade
the continuation of the action which is the ground for the complaint.

14. The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, make
regulations for the setting of the standards for and the requirements for the

certification of associations registered to represent, or which purport to
represent, licensees or broadcasters.

PART VI

Duty to Keep, Maintain, and Present Records

15.—(1) A licensee shall keep and maintain such records in relation to
broadcasting as may be prescribed.

(2) A licensee shall obtain or maintain all the necessary licences,
permits, approvals, and other consents required under this Act or any other

Regulations for
registration and
standards of
associations.

Duty to keep and
maintain records.
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law, and shall update its records with the Authority within seven days of any
changes.

16.  The Authority may, for the purpose of performing its functions under
this Act, by notice in writing, require any licensee to appear before it and—

(a) grant to the Authority live or delayed access to broadcasts;
and

(b) submit such information and records requested by the
Authority in ensuring compliance with this Act.

17. A licensee shall display a copy of its broadcast licence within public
view at every premises where the public conducts business with the licensee.

18.—(1) A licensee may apply to the Authority for an identification badge
for any of its employees, and the Authority may issue the identification badge,
in physical and electronic form, on the following conditions—

(a) the identification badge shall include—
(i)  the logo or other identifying symbol of the Authority;
(ii)  name of the licensee;
(iii) broadcasting licence number;
(iv) expiration date of broadcasting licence;

(v) a unique badge identification number, for which the
Authority holds a record of the details of the licensee
and the badge holder;

(vi) the name and position of the badge holder;

(vii) a statement which reads, “This badge holder is
affiliated with a broadcaster licensed by the Belize
Broadcasting Authority. This badge is void if: (1)
badge holder is no longer affiliated with licensee;
and/or (2) broadcasting licence is expired, revoked or
suspended”; and

(viii) any other information or features considered fit by the
Authority, which may assist the public with
verification of the licensee, the wvalidity of the
broadcasting licence, and the role of the badge holder
in connection with the licensee; and

Public display of
broadcast licence
credentials.
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(b) the Authority shall collect a prescribed fee for the application
for and the issuance of the identification badge.

(2) A licensee to whom identification badges have been issued
pursuant to subsection (1) shall ensure that any badge issued to an employee
is recovered and returned to the Authority within fourteen days after the
employee's employment is terminated, the employee resigns, or the employee
otherwise ceases to represent the licensee for a period exceeding one month.

(3) A licensee shall not be mandated to apply to the Authority for the
identification badge provided for under this section.

19. The Authority may issue administrative instructions outlining the
procedures for requesting, receiving, reviewing, and otherwise dealing with
the records of licensees.

PART VII

Compliance Orders, Takedown Orders, Administrative Penalties, and Court
Orders

20.—(1) Where the Authority concludes that a licensee has contravened a
provision of this Act, the terms of its licence, any administrative instructions,
or regulations made under this Act, the Authority may, notwithstanding any
other action pending or taken against the licensee by any other person for the
same contravention—

(a) issue a compliance order in writing to the person in the form
specified in Schedule III, requiring compliance by
specifying actions the person shall do or cease to do that the
Authority considers necessary for compliance or to remedy
or mitigate the result of the non-compliance of that person;
and

(b) make an order imposing an administrative penalty of a fine
not exceeding ten thousand dollars.

(2) Indetermining the amount of administrative penalty that should be
imposed, the Authority shall, where appropriate in the circumstances,
consider—

(a) the need to ensure that the administrative penalty imposed—

(i)  is appropriate and proportionate to the contravention
or the failure to cooperate with the investigation; and

Authority to
issue
administrative
instructions for
procedure for
dealing with
records.

Compliance
orders and
administrative
penalties.

Schedule II1.
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(ii) will act as a sufficient incentive to ensure future
compliance;

the seriousness of the contravention;

an excuse or explanation by the licensee for the breach or
failure to cooperate with the investigation;

any gain, financial or otherwise, made by the licensee or by
any person in which the licensee has a financial interest as a
consequence of the contravention;

the degree of harm caused or increased cost incurred by
audiences or other licensees as a consequence of the
contravention;

the duration of the contravention;

whether and the extent to which the contravention has been
repeated;

the extent to which the management of the licensee knew, or
ought to have known, that the contravention was occurring
or would occur;

the extent to which the contravention was caused by a third
party, or any relevant circumstances beyond the control of
the broadcaster;

the absence, ineffectiveness, or repeated failure of internal
mechanisms or procedures implemented by the licensee to
prevent breach by the broadcaster;

the extent and timeliness of any steps taken to end the
contravention in question, and any steps taken for remedying
the consequences of the contravention;

submissions by the broadcaster on the appropriate amount of
an administrative penalty;

whether an administrative penalty or other sanction in
respect of similar conduct has already been imposed on the
licensee by the Authority; and

any precedents set by the Minister, the Authority, or the
Tribunal in respect of previous contraventions or failures to
cooperate with an investigation.
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(3) Where the Authority is satisfied that a licensee, who was issued a
compliance order, has subsequently complied with the demands of that order,
the Authority shall issue and publicly publish a copy of the compliance order
to the person, displaying a stamp stating “Compliant”, indicating the date
from which the Authority considers that compliance was met, and outlining
the final administrative penalties, if any, which apply for the initial non-
compliance.

(4) Where the deadline for compliance has passed and the licensee has
failed to comply with the demands of the compliance order, the Authority
shall issue and publicly publish a copy of the issued compliance order to the
licensee, displaying a stamp stating “Non-compliant”, indicating the date on
which the Authority declared the non-compliance of the person, and outlining
the final administrative penalties which apply for the non-compliance.

(5) Where the Authority is wunable to, through reasonable
investigation, determine the location or electronic medium through which the
licensee may be notified of the compliance order issued against that licensee,
it may publish the compliance order as frequently as it sees fit by way of
public broadcast or electronic and printed publications within or outside of
Belize.

(6) The Authority shall not impose an administrative penalty on a
licensee more than three years after the date on which the facts of the alleged
contravention first came to the knowledge of the Authority.

(7) Administrative penalties are to be paid directly to the Authority.

21. Where the contravention identified in section 20(1) concerns the
ongoing infringement of the rights of programmers and other intellectual
property rightsholders with rights in a broadcast or programme, the
compliance order issued by the Authority in the form specified in Schedule
11T shall be additionally labelled in the top left corner as a “Takedown Order”
and shall contain—

(a) a requirement for the immediate removal of the infringing
content; and

(b) the imposition of an administrative penalty of a fine not
exceeding two thousand dollars per day, from the time that
the infringement first came to the attention of the Authority
until the licensee confirms to the Authority in writing that it
has removed the infringing content.

22.—(1)  An appeal to the Tribunal may be brought seeking an order of the
Tribunal to reduce the quantum of the administrative penalties imposed on a
licensee, and shall only be brought by that licensee—

Takedown order.

Schedule II1.

Appeal to the
Tribunal.
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(a) within thirty days of the Authority’s issuance of a final
compliance order stamped “Compliant” or “Non-
Compliant” in accordance with section 20(3) and (4); and

(b) after the person has—

(i)  complied with the demands of the final compliance
order; and

(ii) paid to the Authority at least ten percent of any
administrative penalties imposed.

(2)  Where the Tribunal finds, in an appeal under sub-section (1), that
administrative penalties imposed, if any, were excessive, the Tribunal may
order that the Authority reduces the amount of the administrative penalty to
a specified amount, which shall not be reduced by the Tribunal by more than
seventy percent of the amount imposed by the Authority.

23.—(1)  Where the Authority, following an investigation, determines that
a person has failed to comply with this Act, the Authority may apply to the
court for—

(a) an order mandating the person to comply with this Act or to
cease the non-compliant activity; and

(b) any other order, relief or remedy as the Authority considers
necessary;

(2)  On an application pursuant to sub-section (1), the court may make
any order that the court considers necessary.

24.—(1) Where the Authority has issued a compliance order or a takedown
order under this Act to a broadcaster which is broadcasting programmes over
an Internet-based platform, and which has failed to comply within the time
specified in that order, the Authority may apply to the court for an order
directing an Internet Service Provider, Domain Name Service Provider or
other intermediary to block access to the programme or programmes of that
broadcaster where the broadcaster is operating unlawfully or is in breach of
the provisions of this Act.

(2)  An order under sub-section (1) may require—

(a) domain-level blocking, including the suspension or
disabling of access to specified domain names associated
with the unlawful online broadcasting service;

(b) 1P Address-level blocking, including the suspension or
disabling of access to specified IP addresses associated with
the unlawful online broadcasting service; or
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(c) dynamic blocking measures to prevent access to mirror sites
or alternative domains that replicate or substantially
reproduce the unlawful online broadcasting service;

(3) An order under sub-section (1) may, in addition to any requirement
ordered under sub-section (2), require the disclosure of user identity data
which may assist with identifying the broadcaster associated with the
unlawful broadcasting service.

(4) Every Internet Service Provider, Domain Name Service Provider
or intermediary served with an order under this section shall—

(a) implement the blocking measures specified in the order
promptly and effectively;

(b) take reasonable steps to ensure that mirror sites or alternative
domains identified by the Authority or the court are also
blocked;

(c) provide confirmation to the Authority within a prescribed
period that the blocking measures have been implemented,
and

(d)  maintain the blocking measures for the duration specified in
the order or until otherwise directed by the court.

(5) The court shall not grant an order under this section unless satisfied
that—

(a) the Authority has issued a compliance order and provided
reasonable opportunity for the broadcaster to comply;

b) the blocking measure is necessary and proportionate to
g ry prop
prevent continued unlawful broadcasting; and

(c) the order includes safeguards to minimize undue interference
with lawful content or services.

(6) An order under this section may include ancillary directions as the
court considers necessary to give effect to the blocking measure, including

directions for updating or maintaining the blocking mechanism to prevent
circumvention.

PART VIII

Domestic Content Support Fund
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, 25.—(1) There is hereby established a fund to be known as the Domestic
Esblishment of o ntent Support Fund (in this Part referred to as “the Fund™).

(2) The Fund shall be administered by the Authority in accordance with
this Act and any regulations made under this Act.

(3) The objects of the Fund are—

(a) to support the availability and sustainability of domestic
broadcasting services carrying content of public, cultural,
educational, informational or national significance;

(b) to promote the production and dissemination of Belizean
content;

(c) to facilitate the carriage of qualifying domestic broadcasts by
licensees without imposing carriage fees on such undertakings;
and

(d) to advance diversity and plurality in the broadcasting sector.

26. —(1) The Fund shall consist of—

Funding of the
Fund.

(a) annual contributions paid by licensees in such amounts as may
be prescribed;

(b) money appropriated by the National Assembly for the
purposes of the Fund,

(c) grants, gifts and donations lawfully received for the purposes
of the Fund; and

(d) any other monies lawfully payable into the Fund.
(2) Every licensee of a class prescribed by Regulations shall pay an
annual Domestic Content Support Fund contribution in addition to any

licence fee otherwise payable under this Act.

(3) Contributions payable under this section constitute a debt due to the
Authority and may be recovered accordingly.

(4) The Authority shall keep separate accounts in respect of the Fund.
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27.—(1) Subject to this Act and any regulations made under this Act, the
Authority shall, at such time in each year as it may determine, pay a grant
from the Fund to every licensee with an active domestic channel certified as
such in accordance with this Act and any regulations made under this Act.

(2) The amount of any grant payable under subsection (1) shall be
determined by the Authority in a manner prescribed by regulations.

(3) Any licensee producing domestic programming may apply to the
Authority for a grant from the Fund, except for a licensee who has received a
grant under subsection (1) within the same year of the application.

(4) The Authority may award a grant pursuant to subsection (3) in
accordance with, and subject to, any eligibility requirements, terms and
conditions, criteria and procedures prescribed by regulations, or imposed by
the Authority in accordance with regulations.

(5) The recipient of a grant under this section shall comply with all
reporting, accounting, auditing and other requirements prescribed by
Regulations.

PART IX

Offences and Penalties
28.—(1)  Any person who—
(a) establishes or operates a broadcast channel, engages in
broadcasting or establishes, markets, modifies or uses any
apparatus, device or installation for the purposes of

broadcasting without a licence under this Act;

(b) fails to comply with any notices, sanctions or orders of the
Authority, the Minister, or the Tribunal;

(c) contravenes any regulations issued pursuant to this Act;
(d) fails to comply with the conditions of a licence; or

(e) infringes the rights of a copyright owner or a programmer,
subject to the conditions outlined in sub-section (2), by—

(i)  transmitting, routing or providing connections for
programmes through a system or network controlled
or operated by that person;

Offences and
penalties.
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(ii) the intermediate and transient storage of those
programmes in the course of transmitting, routing or
providing connections for programmes through a
system or network controlled or operated by that
person; or

(iii) using information location tools, including but not
limited to, a directory, index, reference, pointer or
hypertext link,

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty
thousand dollars, and in the case of a conviction under paragraph (a), the
installation or apparatus in respect of which the conviction is obtained shall
be liable to forfeiture.

(2) A person commits an offence under sub-section (1)(e) only if—

(@

(b)

(c)

that person—

(i) has actual knowledge that the programme or an
activity using the programme on the system or network
is infringing the rights of a copyright owner or a
programmer;

(i) is aware of any facts or circumstances through which
the non-compliance or infringing activity was
apparent; or

(iii) failed to act expeditiously to remove or disable access
to the infringing programmes upon becoming aware of
the use of the system or network for that purpose;

that person received a financial benefit directly attributable
to the non-compliant or infringing activity, and the right and
ability to control whether such activity existed or continues
to exist rests with that person; and

upon notification by the Authority, a copyright owner or
programmer of the non-compliant or infringing activity fails
to expeditiously remove, or disable access to, the
programme that is claimed to be the subject of the infringing
activity.

(3) Any person who—

(@)

acts as a marketer, re-seller or facilitator of public access to
programmes or broadcast channels without a licence granted
under this Act;
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(b) imports or causes the importation of apparatus or equipment
used for broadcasting for which no licence is offered under
this Act or for which no licence has been granted where
required under the Belize Telecommunications Act;

(c) imports or causes the importation of apparatus or equipment
used for broadcasting which contains software or other
means for the unauthorised decryption of programmes or of
broadcasters’ programme-carrying signals or of broadcast
channels; or

(d) formulates or makes available unauthorised and unlicensed
links, IP Addresses, software or broadcast channels or
otherwise engages in unauthorised and unlicensed online
content broadcasting for consumption by the public,
including for the public outside of Belize;

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one
hundred thousand dollars, and in the case of a conviction under paragraph (b)
or (c), the apparatus or equipment in respect of which the conviction is
obtained shall be liable to forfeiture.

(4) It shall be an offence for a licensee to fail to apply compliance
restoration measures to all broadcasting mediums within its control and
custody, after receiving a notice, demand or other order from the Authority
or the Tribunal.

(5) Proceedings in respect of an offence under this Part may be
instituted summarily.

(6)  Where a person commits an offence under this Act and receives a
notice, a demand or other order from the Authority or the Tribunal to cease
any activity listed as an offence under this Act and that person—

(a) continues that activity following delivery by the Authority
or the Tribunal of such notice, demand or other order; and

(b) 1is convicted for the offence of carrying on that activity,

that person is liable to an additional fine not exceeding one thousand five
hundred dollars for each day that the activity continued after receipt of a
notice, a demand or other order.

(7) In any proceedings in respect of an offence under this Part, a
person in control of premises in or on which there is found any broadcasting
apparatus, equipment or installation in respect of which a licence is required
and none has been granted to the person under this Act or in respect of which
no licence is in force, shall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed to be
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General penalty.

Emergency
broadcasts.

Broadcast
standards and
quality.

Allowances of
Board members.

Annual reporting
by the Board of
Directors of the
Authority.

the person who established, or as the case may be, is using that apparatus or
installation.

(8) The Authority may suspend, restrict the conditions of, or revoke a
licence if the licensee is found guilty of an offence under this Part.

29.  An offence under this Act or any regulations made under this Act, for
which no penalty is specified, may be punishable on conviction by a fine not
exceeding fifty thousand dollars.

PART X
Miscellaneous

30.(1) Where a programme, broadcast channel, or announcement is
mandated to be broadcast by virtue of a written directive of the National
Emergency Management Organisation issued to broadcasters and to the
Authority, whether in electronic or printed form, each broadcaster shall
immediately upon receipt of the emergency programme, broadcast channel,
or announcement interrupt its ongoing broadcast to facilitate the emergency
broadcast for as long or as frequently as is mandated in the written instrument
or any subsequent written instruments issued by the National Emergency
Management Organisation.

(2) A broadcaster shall at all times permit, facilitate, and maintain in
good working condition any equipment, software, or installation necessary to
broadcast an emergency broadcast.

(3) A broadcaster shall bear the cost of receiving and transmitting an
emergency broadcast over the broadcasting apparatus.

31. The licensee shall provide broadcasts at a quality which meets
standards as may be prescribed, both as to transmission and as to matter
transmitted.

32. Members of the Board are entitled to payment of such travelling and
other allowances as the Minister may approve.

33.(1) The Board shall, not later than three months after the end of each
financial year, submit to the Minister a report of the operations of the
Authority during the preceding year and the report shall include—

(a) information regarding the performance of licensees during
the year under review;

(b) a summary of the decisions of the Board in respect of any
matter it has acted upon; and
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(©

detailed information in respect of any matter that the Board
considers to be of public importance in relation to
broadcasting.

(2) A copy of the report referred to in sub-section (1) shall be printed
and laid on the tables of the Senate and of the House of Representatives and
published in the Gazette not later than three months after those reports are

completed.

34.—(1) The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, make
Regulations establishing a broadcasting code of conduct and standards
required by licensees to—

(@

(b)

(©)

@

(e)

1

present news broadcasts and reports in an objective, fair and
impartial manner;

ensure the programmes broadcast are not detrimental or
injurious to national defence and security, public safety,
public order, public morality, public health, or contain
matter that may be considered discriminatory;

demonstrate content licensing and intellectual property
compliance to the Authority;

ensure the programmes broadcast are not in violation of the
law dealing with obscene publication, the law relating to
defamation of character, the right to privacy as guaranteed
by the Belize Constitution, respect for the rule of law and the
observance of the principles of due process of law, and in
particular the principle that all persons accused of crime are
presumed to be innocent until proven to be guilty;

ensure the programmes broadcast are not potentially harmful
or offensive, including material which portrays violence or
sexual conduct with due regard and sensitivity to—

(i)  the potential impact of such material on the physical,
mental and moral development of children; and

(ii)  the convictions and beliefs of the audience; and
undertake any other measures or actions as may be necessary

to ensure that all broadcasts adhere to the highest
professional and ethical standards.

(2) The following priority areas for compliance by a licensee shall be
taken into consideration in the development of the broadcasting code of

conduct—

Authority to
establish a
broadcasting
code of conduct.

CAP. 4.
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(a) the likelihood of the size and composition of the potential
audiences of programmes, and the associated degree of harm
or offence that may be caused by the broadcast of the
material in the programme;

(b) the likely effect that prior notification of the potential
harmful and offensive material can have on the expectations
of the audience;

(c) the desirability of advising the potential audience of changes
in programmes and interruptions in broadcasting services;

CAP. 40. (d) advice from the Director of Health Services appointed under
the Public Health Act in respect of the advertising of
particular foods, beverages and substances that are the
subject of public health concerns;

(e) requirements for the broadcast of emergency broadcasts; and

(f)  the desirability of maintaining broadcaster independence of
editorial control over programme content.

Resulations 35.(1) The Minister may, on the advice of the Authority, make

¢ ' regulations—

(a) Prescribing any matter required or permitted to be prescribed
under this Act; and

(b) generally for the better carrying out of the objectives and

purposes of this Act.

(2) Without limiting the generality of sub-section (1), the Minister
may, on the advice of the Authority, make regulations prescribing—

(@

(b)
(©)

@
(e)

(e)

the procedure for the application, grant, renewal, suspension,
revocation and transfer of licences;

the duration and terms and conditions of licences;

the forms to be used for applications, licences and related
matters;

the fees payable in respect of licences and applications;

the administration of the Domestic Content Support Fund;
and

any other matter necessary for the effective administration
of the licensing regime under this Act.
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(3) Regulations made under this section shall be subject to negative
resolution.

36. The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, from time to
time by Order published in the Gazette amend Schedule I and Schedule II to
this Act in such manner as the Authority considers necessary.

37. All expenses incurred in the administration of this Act are to be
defrayed out of moneys voted by the National Assembly for the purpose.

38.  When in any other enactment in force prior to the commencement of
this Act, reference is made to the Broadcasting and Television Act, that
reference shall be deemed to be a reference to the Broadcasting Act.

39. The enactments set out in the first column of Schedule IV are repealed
or amended to the extent specified in the second column.

40. Any person who establishes or operates any broadcast channel or
broadcasting service, or who uses any apparatus or installation for the
purposes of broadcasting before the commencement of this Act shall, within
six months of the commencement of this Act, apply for a licence to do so in
accordance with the provisions of this Act.

41.—(1)  This Act shall come into force on a date appointed by the Minister
by Order published in the Gazette.

(2)  An Order under sub-section (1) may appoint different dates for the
commencement of different provisions of this Act.

Amendment of
Schedules.
Schedule 1.
Schedule 1.

Expenses.

References in
other
enactments.

Consequential
amendments.
Schedule IV.

Transitional.

Commencement.
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SCHEDULE 1
[sections 3 and 33]

Composition and Procedures of the Board of Directors of the Belize
Broadcasting Authority

1.—(1) The Board shall consist of seven persons appointed by the Minister,
including—

(a)  the Chief Executive Officer in the Ministry for the time being
responsible for broadcasting;

(b) arepresentative of the Public Utilities Commission;
(c) arepresentative of the broadcasting industry; and

(d) four other members appointed by the Minister, being persons
appearing to the Minister to be knowledgeable and
experienced in matters relating to broadcasting.

(2) The Minister shall appoint one of the members of the Board to be
its Chairperson.

2. Subject to this Schedule, each member of the Board shall hold office
for a period of two years but is eligible for reappointment.

3. A member may at any time resign from office by instrument in writing
addressed to the Chairperson who shall immediately forward it to the Minister
and, as from the date of receipt of the instrument by the Minister, unless some
other date is mentioned in the instrument, that member shall cease to be a
member of the Board.

4. The Chairperson may at any time resign from office by instrument in
writing addressed to the Minister and, as from the date of the receipt of the
instrument by the Minister, unless some other date is mentioned in the
instrument, the Chairperson shall cease to be Chairperson and also to be a
member of the Board.

5. A member who fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the Board
without reasonable cause shall cease to be a member of the Board.

6. Where a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Board, the Minister
may appoint a person to fill that vacancy for the unexpired portion of the
period of two years.

7. The Board shall meet at least once every quarter or at such shorter
intervals as may be necessary for the transaction of business.
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8. Meetings of the Board shall be at such places and times as the Board
determines.

9. The Chairperson may at any time call a special meeting and shall do
so within seven days of being requested to do so in writing by not less than a
quorum of the Board.

10.  The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Board but where
at any meeting the Chairperson is absent the members present and
constituting a quorum may elect a person from among themselves to be
Chairperson for that meeting.

11. A majority of the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.
12.  Decisions of the Board shall be by a majority of votes.

13.  Every member of the Board shall have one vote but in a case where
the voting is equal the Chairperson has, in addition to an original vote, a

casting vote.

14. The appointment, removal, death or resignation of a member of the
Board shall be notified in the Gazette.

15.  Subject to the provisions of section 3 (2) of this Act, all documents
made by, and decisions of, the Board shall be signed by the Chairperson
or by any member of the Board authorised to act in that behalf or by the
Secretary.

16.  Subject to this Schedule, the Board may regulate its own procedure.
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SCHEDULE II
[sections 11, 12 and 33]

Composition of the Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal
1. The Tribunal shall consist of five members appointed as follows—

(a) an attorney-at-law with at least five years post-qualification
experience in areas of telecommunications, broadcasting or
similar appointed by the Board; and

(b) an attorney-at-law with at least three years post-qualification
experience in commercial, corporate or areas related to
broadcasting, appointed by the Bar Association of Belize;

(c) the Registrar of Intellectual Property or a designate from the
Belize Intellectual Property Office;

(d) one person from the private sector with experience in
broadcasting, telecommunications or technology matters
appointed by the Board from a list of no more than two
individuals each to be nominated by the Belize Chamber of
Commerce and the Belize Business Bureau; and

(e) one person appointed by the Public Utilities Commission.

2.—(1) The Tribunal members shall select a Chairperson and a Deputy
Chairperson from amongst themselves at its first meeting.

(2) The Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson shall serve in these
positions for the term of the composition of the Tribunal, unless resigned or
removed in accordance with the Act.

3. If the Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson or other members of the
Tribunal are absent or unable to act, the person responsible for the
appointment of that member who is absent or unable to act may appoint
another person to act temporarily in the role.

4.—(1) The appointment of every member of the Tribunal shall be evidenced
by instrument in writing from the Minister and shall be for a period not
exceeding three years.

(2) Every member of the Tribunal shall be eligible for reappointment
for one additional consecutive term.

(3) The person responsible for appointing a respective member of the
Tribunal may inform the Minister of a replacement member at any time, and
the Minister shall take the necessary action to revoke the appointment of the
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existing member of the Tribunal and replace that member with the new
nominee of that person.

5.~(1) Any member of the Tribunal other than the Chairperson may at any
time resign from office by instrument in writing addressed to the Chairperson
and transmitted to the Minister, and from the date of the receipt by the
Minister of such instrument, such member shall cease to be a member of the
Tribunal.

(2) The Chairperson may at any time resign from office by instrument
in writing addressed to the Minister and such resignation shall take effect as
from the date of the receipt of such instrument by the Minister.

6. The names of the members of the Tribunal as first constituted and
every change in membership thereof shall be published in the Gazette.

7. All documents made by, and all decisions of the Tribunal may be
signified under the hand of the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson or any
member or officer of the Tribunal authorised to act in that behalf.

8. The Tribunal shall meet on such dates and at such times and at such
places, including through electronic means, as may be necessary or expedient
for the transaction of business and such meetings as the Tribunal may
determine.

9. The Chairperson, or in the absence of the Chairperson, the Deputy
Chairperson, or in their absence, any other person appointed to act
temporarily as Chairperson, shall preside at meetings of the Tribunal and shall
have an original and a casting vote in any case in which the voting is equal.

10.  The decisions of the Tribunal shall be by a majority of votes.

11.  The Tribunal shall be assigned an ex officio Secretary by the Ministry
with responsibility for broadcasting to keep a record of all proceedings and
to assist with clerical duties of the Tribunal.

12.  There shall be paid to the Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson and other
members of the Tribunal such remuneration and such allowances as the
Minister may determine.

13.  No action, suit, prosecution or other proceedings shall be brought or
instituted personally against any member of the Tribunal in respect of an act
done bona fide in pursuance or execution or intended execution of the
provisions of this Act.

14.  Any member of the Tribunal who has an interest, directly or indirectly,
in any appeal brought before the Tribunal—
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(b)

shall disclose the nature of the interest to the Tribunal; and

shall not take part in any deliberations or decision of the
Tribunal with respect to that appeal.
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SCHEDULE III
[sections 20 and 21]

Compliance Order

Order #: BBA-Compl-

COMPLIANCE ORDER
Issue Date:
Licensee or Person’s Name:
Known Address:
Contact Details (if known):

Grounds for Issuance of Compliance Order

Required Action(s) & Deadlines for Compliance

Administrative Penalties Imposed and/or Potentially to be Imposed
(as specified)

Chairperson, Belize Broadcasting Authority

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Compliance Stamp:
Compliance Date:

Final Administrative Penalties Imposed:

Signature:
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SCHEDULE IV
[section 36]
Consequential Amendments
Short Title Repeal or Amendment
Belize  Telecommunications  Act, | 1. Section 2 of the principal Act is amended by—

Chapter 229 of the Substantive Laws
of Belize, Revised Edition 2020

(a) deleting the definition of the term “broadcasting” and
substituting it with the following new definition—

““broadcasting” has the meaning assigned to it under the
Broadcasting Act;”; and

(b) inserting the following new term and definition in the
appropriate alphabetical order—

““broadcasting service” has the meaning assigned to it
under the Broadcasting Act;”.

2. Section 15 of the principal Act is amended by inserting
after paragraph (c), the following new paragraph —

“(d) set up the minimum equipment infrastructure for the
purposes of operating any system to transmit a
broadcasting service, either through the lease of existing
infrastructure or build-out of new infrastructure, and
whether aeronautical, terrestrial, or maritime fixed,
mobile or satellite based, and whether or not that system
uses radio frequency spectrum, numbering or public
rights of way.”.

Broadcasting and Television Act,
Chapter 227, Laws of Belize, Revised
Edition 2020

Repealed

Broadcasting and Television
Regulations, Chapter 227S of the
Subsidiary Laws of Belize, Revised
Edition 2020

Repealed
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Copyright Act, Chapter 252 of the
Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised
Edition 2020

Section 3(1) of the principal Act is amended by—

(a) deleting the terms “a broadcast” and “to broadcast”
and their corresponding definitions;

(b) deleting the words “and “broadcasting” and
“rebroadcasting” have corresponding meanings;”
and

(c) inserting the following new terms and definitions in
the appropriate alphabetical order—

““broadcast” has the meaning assigned to it under the
Broadcasting Act;

“broadcasting” has the meaning assigned to it under the
Broadcasting Act;”.
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