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BELIZE: 
 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT 

NO.    OF 2026 

REGULATIONS made by the Belize Broadcasting Authority, with the 
approval of the Minister responsible for broadcasting, in exercise of 
the powers conferred upon them by section 29 of the Broadcasting Act, 
Act No.   of 2026, of the Substantive Laws of Belize, and all other 
powers thereunto them enabling.   

(Gazetted ................................., 2026) 

PART I  

Preliminary  

1. These Regulations may be cited as the  

BROADCASTING REGULATIONS, 2026.  

 2.–(1)  In these Regulations– 

“Act” means the Broadcasting Act;  

“Basic Package Service” means the lowest-cost grouping of broadcast 
channels, which is offered to customers and includes educational and 
informational content including transmission of domestic over-the-air 
channels, and does not include premium channels or add-on packages, which 
are those that would otherwise require additional payment per channel, per 
package, or per programme for subscriber access; 

“may-carry rule” means a rule under which a multi-channel linear broadcaster 
or a multi-channel streaming broadcaster may, but is not obligated to, carry 
broadcast channels or broadcasting services that are not required to be carried  
under the must-carry rule, on negotiated terms, including compensation, 
consideration, channel placement or technical conditions; and 

“must-carry rule” means a rule requiring a multi-channel linear broadcaster 
or a multi-channel streaming broadcaster to carry a specified broadcast 
channel or broadcasting service, including, but not limited to, a domestic 
channel, without discrimination and without requiring compensation or 
consideration between a broadcaster of the specified broadcast channel or 
broadcasting service and the multi-channel linear broadcaster or the multi-
channel streaming broadcaster, for the purpose of ensuring universal access 
to essential content and promoting the diversity of broadcasts. 

PART II 

Citation. 

Interpretation. 

Act No.   of 
2026. 
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Application procedure and fees 

3.  An application for a broadcasting licence under the Act shall be in the 
form set out in Schedule I. 

4. The Authority shall, within four weeks from the date of receipt of an 
application, review that application and make a decision to grant or refuse the 
application for a licence, stating the reasons for its decision. 

5.–(1) The Authority may issue a licence to the applicant in the form set out 
in Schedule II for a period of not less than five years and not more than fifteen 
years, and on such terms and conditions as the Authority thinks fit. 

(2) The Authority shall take the following into consideration when 
determining the duration of a licence– 

(a) the duration applied for by the applicant and the applicant’s 
justification for the duration; and 

(b) the duration of existing licences granted to other licensees 
within the same category of licence. 

6. An applicant who has received provisional approval of a licence under 
the Act shall be issued a Broadcasting Licence Certificate in the form set out 
in Schedule II marked as “Provisional”. 

7.–(1) The annual fees specified in Schedule III shall be payable at the 
beginning of each year for which the licence is granted, in respect of the 
category of licence held by the licensee. 

(2) The Authority may suspend a licence if the licensee fails to pay 
the annual fee specified in Schedule III by the fifteenth day of January of each 
year. 

8. The licensee shall, prior to the commencement of broadcasting, pay 
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund the applicable fee set out in Schedule 
III.  

PART III 

Licence terms and conditions 

9. A licence granted to a person under the Act, including a provisional 
approval of a licence, shall not be transferred or assigned to any other person. 

10. Prior to broadcasting any programmes, the licensee shall obtain all 
necessary licences, permits, and authorisations from programmers, copyright 
owners, and other licensed intellectual property rights holders or their agents 
for consent to broadcast the said programmes, and the Authority and the 
Government of Belize shall be indemnified against any costs and fees or any 

Application for 
broadcasting 
licence.    
Schedule I. 
Decision on an 
application. 

Duration of a 
licence.  
Schedule II. 

Provisional 
approval of 
licence.  
Schedule II. 

Annual fees.   
Schedule III. 

Payment of Fees 
to Consolidated 
Revenue Fund. 
Schedule III. 

Licence not 
transferable or 
assignable. 
 

Permission to 
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action for damages resulting from the use of such programmes whether for 
breach of copyright or otherwise. 

11. In the event of a change of circumstances regarding a licence, which 
results in the inaccuracy of any information or document submitted to the 
Authority, except for changes of majority shareholder or ultimate beneficial 
owner control of the licensee which require prior approval for continuation 
of that licence under the Act, the licensee shall notify the Authority in writing 
within fourteen days of the change, and shall provide the updated information 
and any supporting documentation required by the Authority. 

12. Where the Authority, for the purpose of obtaining information related 
to the operation and programmes of a licensee pursuant to its functions, 
requires a licensee by notice in writing to– 

(a) provide such records and information in connection with its 
licence or operations in such a manner and for such a period 
as specified in the notice; or 

(b) answer such questions of the Authority or respond to 
complaints made to the Authority against the licensee, 

the licensee shall comply with such notice within fourteen days of receipt of 
the notice. 

PART IV 

Basic Package Service, Domestic Channels, and Domestic Programmes 

13.–(1) A licensee that holds a licence in the category of multi-channel linear 
broadcasting service or multi-channel streaming broadcasting service shall 
offer a Basic Package Service, the cost of which is set out in Schedule IV.  

(2) The licensee referred to in sub-regulation (1) shall, in its Basic 
Package Service offering, combine broadcast channels for which 
programmers and broadcasters, as applicable, have granted consent through 
licensing arrangements with the licensee, and such licensing arrangements 
shall be obtained by licensees whether or not the content is subject to the 
must-carry rule or may-carry rule. 

(3) Sub-regulation (2) shall not apply to a channel owned or operated 
by the Government of Belize.  

(4) The Authority may review and amend the cost of the Basic 
Package Service from time to time, having regard to one or more of the 
following factors– 

(a)  measurable increases or decreases in cost to licensees in the 
category of multi-channel linear broadcasting service and 
multi-channel streaming broadcasting service to provide the 
Basic Package Service to the subscriber, further to 
reasonable market analysis by the Authority; or 

Notification of 
changes to 
licensee records. 

Authority 
requests for 
information or 
answers. 

Basic Package 
Service offering. 
Schedule IV. 



 
6 Broadcasting    
 

 
(b) an identifiable increase or decrease in national inflation over 

a measurable period commensurate with the fixed price of 
the Basic Package Service during that period. 

14.–(1) The Minister may, by order published in the Gazette, require that a 
relevant licensee shall abide by the must-carry rule for the  minimum or  
maximum threshold of– 

(a) domestic programmes on a single broadcast channel; or 

(b) in the case of a multi-channel linear broadcasting service and 
a multi-channel streaming broadcasting service, domestic 
channels, duly certified as such by the Authority in 
accordance with regulation 15, within the Basic Package 
Service broadcast channels carried by that licensee free of 
charge to the broadcaster of the domestic channel and 
without payment of any licensing fees to the broadcaster of 
the domestic channel. 

(2) Upon the issuance of the order referred to in sub-regulation (1), 
the Authority shall issue, by nation-wide publication, an invitation for 
broadcasters of domestic channels to declare interest and provide relevant 
information to the Authority. 

(3) The Authority shall make and publish a compiled list of all 
certified domestic channels to the relevant licensees.   

15. The Authority shall only certify a domestic channel if it is a broadcast 
channel which– 

(a) is broadcast to the general public within the licensed 
geographical area by a licensee holding a valid– 

 (i) free-to-air broadcasting service licence; 

 (ii) audio broadcasting service licence; or 

(iii) video broadcasting service licence; 

(b) broadcasts programmes on a continuous and uninterrupted 
basis; and 

(c) is known to the Authority to be compliant with applicable 
laws, including but not limited to copyright laws, regarding 
programmes being transmitted on that broadcast channel. 

16.–(1) The Authority may at any time add a new certified domestic 
channel or revoke the certification of a domestic channel which no longer 
qualifies as such under these Regulations. 

(2) The Authority shall provide the revised list to the relevant 
licensees within seven days of any change being made. 

Minimum and 
maximum 
threshold of 
domestic 
content. 

Certification of 
domestic 
channel. 

Publication of 
list of domestic 
channels. 
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17. A channel operated by the Government of Belize Press Office or any 
other broadcasting channel wholly owned by the Government of Belize shall 
be treated as a domestic channel subject to the must-carry rule. 

18. A broadcast channel created and broadcast by a broadcaster licensed 
under the category of multi-channel linear broadcasting service or multi-
channel streaming broadcasting service shall be treated as a domestic channel 
capable of inclusion in the minimum or maximum threshold set by the 
Minister under regulation 14(1), where that broadcast channel– 

(a) contains a continuous scroll or series of still images outlining 
the content of all broadcast channels included in the 
subscription package of broadcast channels of that 
broadcaster; and  

(b) has any other content placed alongside that which is 
permitted in sub-regulation (a) that is presented in the style 
of a digital billboard consisting of still images, flyers, and 
posters, which are community notices and public service 
announcements only, and which are made available at no 
cost to the public. 

19. A broadcaster  licensed under the category of multi-channel linear 
broadcasting service or multi-channel streaming broadcasting service shall 
give priority to inclusion of domestic channels in the following order– 

(a) a domestic channel certified as such in accordance with 
regulation 15;  

(b) a domestic channel described in regulation 17; and 

(c) a domestic channel described in regulation 18. 

20. Where a broadcaster  licensed in the category of multi-channel linear 
broadcasting service or multi-channel streaming broadcasting service is 
required to abide by the must-carry rule for specified domestic channels and 
has, despite best efforts, been unable to secure or subsequently becomes 
unable to maintain the required threshold of domestic channels set by the 
Minister, that licensee shall immediately notify the Authority in writing with 
an explanation of the challenges faced, and the Minister may, on the 
recommendation of the Authority, issue a waiver or reduction of the 
minimum threshold requirement applicable to that licensee or a category of 
licensees. 

21. Where the Minister issues a waiver of or a reduction of the applicable 
minimum threshold requirement in accordance with regulation 20, and the 
broadcaster  licensed in the category of multi-channel linear broadcasting 
service or multi-channel streaming broadcasting service continues to be 
unable to meet that requirement, the licensee may appeal to the Tribunal to 
review the matter and act in accordance with regulation 23. 

Government-
owned 
broadcasting 
service. 

Domestic 
channels created 
by broadcasters. 

Priority for 
domestic 
channels. 
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meet required 
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22. A broadcaster licensed in the category of multi-channel linear 
broadcasting service or multi-channel streaming broadcasting service shall, 
when engaging with a licensee for  any other domestic channel in the Basic 
Package Service or in any other subscription package being offered by that 
licensee, abide by the may-carry rule. 
 

PART V 

Procedure for Appeals  

23. A person who, pursuant to section 11 of the Act, may appeal to the 
Tribunal in specified circumstances, shall initiate an appeal by making written 
submissions to the Tribunal within thirty days of receipt of the decision by 
the Authority, and such written and further submissions from that person or 
the Authority shall be made in the manner, and include all information, as 
may be required by the Tribunal. 

24. In the case of an appeal against a decision or order of the Authority, 
the Tribunal may– 

(a) confirm the decision;  

(b) vary the decision;  

(c) amend or set aside the decision or order of the Authority;  

(d) make any order which the Authority ought to have made; or 

(e) make such further or other order as the case may require, and 

provide the affected licensee and Authority, as the case may be, with written 
reasons for the Tribunal's decision within twenty-one days of the disposal of 
the appeal by the Tribunal.  

 

PART VI 

Miscellaneous 

25. These Regulations are subject to negative resolution. 

Application of 
may-carry rule to 
domestic 
channels in Basic 
Package Service 
and other 
subscription 
packages. 

Initiating an 
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Decision of the 
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SCHEDULE I 
[regulation 3] 

Application for a Broadcasting Licence (New or Renewal) 

 
Applicant Details:  

 
Registered Name & 
“Trading as” and/or 

Brand Names to offer 
broadcasting service: 

 

 

 
Registered Address: 

 
 

 

 
Phone Number: 

 

 

 
E-mail Address: 

 

 

 
Name and Position of 

Primary Contact 
Person: 

 

 

 
Licence Details: 

 
If this application is for a 
renewal on the same terms 
and in the same category 
granted under a licence for 
which the expiration date 
is approaching, enter 
issuance date and details 
of most recent 
broadcasting licence held, 
then skip to D., E., and F. 
below. 

 

 

A. Category of Licence being applied for: 

Mark with an ‘X’ 
below to indicate 
category of licence.  
 
If the applicant 
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simultaneously 
broadcasts the 
same content via 
another medium(s) 
for which a licence 
is required, indicate 
beside those 
categories with an 
“A” below to 
indicate “add-on” . 

 
Category I - Audio Broadcasting Service 

 

 
Category II - Video Broadcasting Service 

 

 
Category III - Free-to-Air Broadcasting Service 

 

 
Category IV- Multi-Channel Streaming 
Broadcasting Service 

 

 
Category V- Multi-Channel Linear Broadcasting 
Service 

 

 
Category VI- Broadcast Resale And Marketing 
Service 

 

 
Category VII - National Online Broadcasting 
Service 

 

 

B. Does this application require a Provisional 
Approval of Licence pursuant to section 5(5) of 
the Act? 

 

 
 

Yes____ 
No ____ 

 

C. If the licence were approved, what duration 
would suit the licensee’s needs? (minimum 5 
years and maximum 15 years) 

 

 
 
 

D. Has the Applicant or any of its shareholders or 
ultimate beneficial owners faced court 
proceedings or been convicted of intellectual 
property-related offences in Belize within the 
last three (3) years? 

 
 

Yes ____ 
No ____ 
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E. Provide a description mapping the actual technical process of the 
licensee receiving programming from programmers, converting 
and/or transmitting the programming via a broadcast channel to the 
public (i.e. to the end user). 

(Note: this should be done on a separate document and attached to 
this application form) 

 

F. Describe and provide the technical specifications of equipment and 
apparatus used by the licensee at each stage described in the 
mapping of the technical process in E. above. 

(Note: this should be done on a separate document and attached to 
this application form) 

  
 
Required Documents (to accompany this application): 
 

1. Company or Business Name Certificate (for operations in 
Belize) 

2. Detailed Company Extract or other relevant publication by the 
Belize Companies and Corporate Affairs Registry outlining 
details of directors, officers, shareholders and ultimate 
beneficial owners. 

3. Valid Tax Compliance Certificate issued by the Belize Tax 
Service. 

4. Certificate of Good Standing issued by the Belize Companies 
and Corporate Affairs Registry within the last three (3) 
months. 

5. Proof of the grant of the necessary licence or permit issued 
pursuant to the Belize Telecommunications Act enabling the 
applicant to set up infrastructure for the purposes of operating 
any system to transmit a broadcast, if applicable. 

6. In the case of an application for Category IV and/or Category 
V licence, a table listing all broadcast channels to be broadcast 
separated by subscription package, cost and name of 
Programmer from which copyright permission has been 
granted and expiration date of such permission for each 
broadcast channel. 
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7. If the answer to D under “Licence Details” was “Yes”, a copy 
of the final court judgement issued in the proceedings; or, if 
proceedings are still underway, a copy of claim form and 
defence filed and any interim/pending orders in place. 

8. A copy of prior-issued Broadcasting Licence and 
accompanying terms and conditions issued by the Minister or 
the Authority (if applicable) 

 
I, _______________________________, hereby certify on behalf of 
the Applicant (or, as the Applicant), that all information provided 
herein is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge at the time of 
submission. 
 
Date:  ____________ (dd/mm/yyyy)  Signature: 
________________________ 

 
 

Signed before, 
 
 

(Justice of the Peace/Notary Public) 
 

CHECKLIST 
(For official use) 

 
All “Required Documents” submitted by Applicant 

 

 
Compliance Check, with no adverse results, of Authority records for 
complaints, compliance orders, or other transgressions provided for 
under the Act or Regulations. 

 

 
Verification of validity/legitimacy of Public Utilities Commission licence 
(if applicable) 
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SCHEDULE II 

[regulations 5 and 6] 
 

BROADCASTING LICENCE 
 

LICENCE #: BBA-____________ 
 

 ____ Final _____Provisional _____Renewal 
 
 
____________________________________________________________

________ 
Licensee Name 

 
 

____________________________________________________________
_________ 

Primary Licence Category 
 
 

Add-On Licence Category/Categories and/or Approved 
Equipment/Apparatus:_____________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________ 

 
Standard Terms and Conditions of Licence: Licensee shall comply at all 
times with the Broadcasting Act, Regulations made thereunder, and 
directives in effect issued by the Minister and the Authority. 
 
Special Terms and/or Conditions of Licence (if applicable): 
____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________ 
 
Issue Date:  _________________ 
Expiration Date: _________________ 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
{Chairman} 
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SCHEDULE III 

[regulations 7 and 8] 

Annual Fees 

Category & Description of Licence Licence Fee ($) and 
applicable geographical 
area 

 
Category I - Audio Broadcasting Service 

 
1,000.00 

 
Category II - Video Broadcasting Service 

 
2,000.00 

 
Category III - Free-to-Air Broadcasting Service 
 

(a) Radio 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) Television 

 
 
 
2,000.00 (Belize District) 
 
1,000.00 (each other 
District) 
 
6,000.00 (Nationwide) 
 
 
4,000.00 (Belize District) 
 
2,000.00 (each other 
District) 
 
10,000.00 (Nationwide) 

 
Category IV- Multi-Channel Streaming 
Broadcasting Service 

 
 
50,000.00 (Nationwide) 

 
Category V- Multi-Channel Linear Broadcasting 
Service 

 
8,000.00 (within the limits 
of any city) 
 
4,500.00 (within the limits 
of any town) 
 
1,000.00 (within the limits 
of any village) 
 

Category VI - Broadcast Resale and Marketing 
Service 

3,000.00  

 
Category VII - National Online Broadcasting 
Service 

 
2,000.00 
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SCHEDULE IV 
[regulation 13] 

 
Basic Package Service Cost 

 
Type of Package Cost (BZ$) 

 
Basic Package Service 
 

 
No greater than $60.00 per month, 
inclusive of taxes 
 

 
  
 

 

MADE by the Belize Broadcasting Authority  

This                 day of                                , 2026. 

 

 __________________________ 

EVAN TENCH 

CHAIRMAN 

BELIZE BROADCASTING AUTHORITY 

 

 

APPROVED BY The Minister responsible for Broadcasting  

This          day of                                 , 2026. 

 

 

                          ___________________________ 
HON. JOHN BRICEÑO 

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Investment, Economic 
Transformation, Civil Aviation, and E-Governance. 

(Minister responsible for Broadcasting) 


