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PROJECT MILESTONES

Modernization of Belize's Broadcasting Framework: 2022 - 2024 Engagement of
Mark Palchick by
Kick-off BBA; Collaborative
Meeting Intra-GOB in-person reviews.
between Consultation Meeting ) (June 2024)
Consultant & . (June 2023) Gap Analysis of
BBA Online Stakeholder Survey Broadcasting Legislation &
(August 2022) Questionnaires & Results Policy
(March 2023) (March 2024)
. 4 L 4 . . 4 . . 4 2 @ . 4 *—>
2022 2023 2024
Cabinet Paper and supporting Cabinet approval of "Belize
research for formulation of a . National Broadcasting
. . . Stakeholder & Public .
National Broadcasting Policy Consultations in-person at Policy" (November 2023)

presented to BBA
(October 2022)

Belize Biltmore Plaza Hotel Skeleton Outline of Proposed

(April + May 2023) Amer!dments
(April 2024)




PROJECT MILESTONES

Modernization of Belize's Broadcasting Framework: 2024 - present

Internal
reviews of Consultant’s submission of
cz,lraft. finalized draft legislations
Ieg(;sllj?;lon Stakeholder Written Feedback 8&;::1':5 ;:22_3" F.urther amepdments and
Septemb Deadline internal reviews of draft
ptember . .
2024) (December 2024) legislation
(September-December
ZOFS)
. 4 L 4 . . 4 . . 4 2 . . 4 *—>
2024 2025 2026
(CONT’D)
BBA sends drafts of Cabinet Review and
Broadcasting Act and further feedback;
Broadcasting Regulations to Consultant re- . . .
stakeholders by email ~ BBA Review of stakeholder angaged for focus on AG’s Ministry reviews
(November 2024) recommendations & online broadcasting. latest amendments and
amendment of drafts (August 2025) BBA Board conducts
(December 2024) further internal reviews

(January-July 2026)




FEATURED CONSULTANTS

Legal experts who provided guidance on the draft broadcasting legislation.

e

-

&

Marissa F. Longsworth

Legal Consultant / Technology & IP Law Attorney
A Belize-based Attorney-at-Law, Notary Public, and

Technology & Intellectual Property Law specialist with
nearly 15 years of experience in IP, media, broadcasting,
telecommunications, e-commerce, and technology
regulation. Her law firm is based in Belize City, and she
has served as a legal consultant on regional technology,
IP and broadcasting matters, including licensing,
content-rights negotiations, and advisory work for Belize,
Jamaica, and the wider Caribbean.

2022-2026 Milestones
Marissa has been part of the project
milestones across 2022-2026.

»/

Mark J. Palchick

Communications & Broadcasting Attorney

A Washington, D.C.—based communications and
broadcasting attorney with more than 45 years of
experience. His practice has included cable television
regulation, international copyright, FCC regulatory matters,
program affiliation agreements, & telecommunications
interconnection issues. He has also worked extensively in
the Caribbean broadcasting sector, including supporting
the Caribbean Cable Cooperative and advising on
regulatory modernization efforts in the wider region.

2024 Contribution
Mark contributed in 2024.




PAST STAKEHOLDER SURVEY RESULTS

Overview of feedback gathered during consultations

Q4 Do you helieve that the broadcasting industry in Belize is well-
regulated?

Skipped: 0

Yes, in fact
itis...

Yes, it is
adequately.

No it is
under-regula..

| do not know
enough about...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% f 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes, in fact it is over-regulated 0.00%

Yes, it is adequately regulated 25.00%

No it is under-regulated and not at global standards 40.63%

| do not know enough about broadcasting regulation in Belize to comment 28.13%

Other (please specify) 6.25%
Total Respondents: 32




PAST STAKEHOLDER SURVEY RESULTS

Overview of feedback gathered during consultations

Q6 Which areas of broadcasting in Belize need more/stricter regulation?
(you can select multiple options)

Answered: 32

Censorship of
explicit.

Censorship of
indecent...
Copyright

non-complian..

Maintaining
the privacy ..

Defamatory
content agai...

No areas need
more/stricte.

Other areas
needing..

0% 10%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Censorship of explicit language 28.13%
Censorship of indecent content (e.g. violent and gory scenes, sexually explicit content etc.) 43.75%
Copyright non-compliance by broadcasters who charge subscribers for unpaid/unauthorized content 50.00%
Maintaining the privacy of individuals living in Belize who appear in broadcasted content 25.00%
Defamatory content against individuals living in Belize 50.00%

No areas need more/stricter regulation in my opinion 0.00%

Other areas needing more/stricter regulation: 12.50%

Total Respondents: 32




PAST STAKEHOLDER SURVEY RESULTS

Overview of feedback gathered during consultations

Q8 What role should the BBA play in content that is broadcast to
Belizeans through platforms such as Internet browsers/apps/social media,
whether that content is disseminated from Belize or from another country?

Answered: 32 Skipped: 0

(a) The BBA
should be ab...

(b) The BBA
should only ...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

a) The BBA should be able to restrict or allow any content based on Belizean standards once that content is available =~ 56.25% 18
n Belize, including content transmitted via the Internet

b) The BBA should only be able to restrict or allow content, including content transmitted via the Intemet, which is 21.88%
ransmitted through physical devices located in Belize by Belizean providers

Dther (please specify) 21.88%




SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

Key findings from past stakeholder input

Should a regulator have the ability to
block/remove the transmission of copyright
non-compliant content from a broadcaster’s
feed?

Yes, a requlator should be able to block transmission of non-
compliant content whether on TV or over the Internet.

No, a regulator should not be able to block transmission of
content.

Should a regulator have the ability to
block/remove the transmission of copyright
non-compliant content from a broadcaster's
feed?

Yes, a regulator should be able to block transmission of non-
compliant content whether on TV or over the Internet.

No, a regulator should not be able to block transmission of
content.




FEEDBACHK SNAPSHOT

Visual summary of stakeholder perspectives

Becausw we have rhe basics regilation tha we need while we are growing as country
Answered: 21  Skipped: 11

My personal opinion is have regular information sharing on the regulations and bylaws of the

BBA act to all media houses.

RESPONSES The people should get the truth and not manufactured news.

There is order in the process of an application but sometimes i feel biased according to the

type of ragio station. Regulations in place helps us all Belizeans to get the TV streaming at affordable rates.

The Act should be reviewed on a regular basis. As it stands it does not account for many IP media house air false news all the time with no reprecussions.

i, The laws are not being adhered to and regulated. The local content is not being given priority.
The BBA does not offer any education or services to its clients. It simply collects fees and We have become a nation of foreign content Consumpﬁon We need more emphasis on local
provides a license hut it offers no guidance nor relevant information to broadcasters. It content that is not “NEWS".

certainly does not conduct any workshop nor document on broadcasting regulation.
have been working with no concems For knowthe regulations are peing respected but for me no government minister should be
involved in what the BBA decides.

Broadcasting and Television Act adequately regulates unidirectional telecommunication (je.

“Broadcasting” as defined in the Belize Broadcasting Act and the Belize Telecommunications Too many vulgar songs and talk. Shows on air

Act). IPTV and OTT are “telecommunications" as defined in the Belize Telecommunications

Act, so these new "TV" technologies are currently regulated. IPTV and OTT do not exist in a I am not sure how the different provider are approved, who is/are the regulator, the standards
legal lacuna. One simply has to apply the Belize Telecommunications Act to IPTV and OTT providers must met and how the users may report or participate in the approval and monitoring
and the PUC has the power to make regulations governing IPTV and OTT since those

technologies are telecommunications. Telecommunications are regulated by the PUC pursuant

fo the Belize Telecommunications Act. The reality is that the PUC has not exercised an power

to make regulations that are specific to IPTV and OTT L0 e W

Still relatively new to the business and the regulations.

Consumers of media don't know where to file complaints

No copyright enforcement. Local broadcasters are not paid for their valuable content by cable Belize Broadcasting Industry Improvement Survey

operators. TV broadcast standard is still at 525 lines NTSC. Cablecasters are not regulated.
Cable prices are not regular Cable companies are not regulated in terms of their offerings to of the providers.
consumers.

I havié not feviewsd tha &gt There is too much "leakage” from other radio stations bothe from Belize and from Guatemala.
Seems to be inadequate oversight and inconsistent penalty structure

There is no protection or grievance mechanism or system for customers and the wider public
make their concerns noted.




CHRONOLOGY OF CHANGES

Belize National
Broadcasting Policy
2023

Belize's Broadcasting Legislative Framework

Broadcasting Broadcasting
Act Regulations

GOAL: BY END-OF-YEAR 20256

Broadcasting (Code of
Conduct) Regulations
&

BBA Administrative
Directives & Instructions

BROADCASTING BILL AT HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES/SENATE &
BROADCASTING REGULATIONS ENACTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER ACT IS

PASSED




WHAT IS BROADCASTING?

Understanding the proposed legal definition

DEFINITION

’

“broadcasting” means the electronic transmission of one or more
programmes for reception by the public through programme-carrying
signals by way of mediums of mass communication, including, but not

limited to, transmission by way of closed transmission paths, the
frequency spectrum, satellite, Internet Protocol television, radio waves,

the world wide web, through the sale, distribution or alteration of
devices that deliver programmes to members of the public or
encrypted signals that exist now or may exist in the future;

\

@ @ @

print media not audio, moving visual

hotos and captions .
included (newspapers, P P and audio-visual

alone not included

mMagazines, books) content only



WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE

PROPOSED
NEW BROADCASTING ACT?

An overview of the key provisions and framework




INCLUDED PROVISIONS

Parts | through IV of the proposed BROADCASTING ACT

PART I PART II

PRELIMINARY ADMINISTRATION

* New title “Broadcasting Act, 2026" , , ,
» Belize Broadcasting Authority and

» Old and new definitions included. Some Board of Directors
outdated definitions completely

T * Functions of the Authority

PART IIX

PART IV
LICENSING BROADCASTING APPEALS TRIBUNAL

» Application for a broadcasting license and categories
of licences « Establishment and composition of

+ Exemptions for national online broadcaster Tribunal

Provisional approval pending obtaining licence under

the Telecommunications Act

Circumstances where licence becomes void
Renewal of licences Appeals Tribunal

* Grounds of appeal to the Broadcasting

« Government-owned broadcasting service exemption




INCLUDED PROVISIONS

Parts V through VIl of the proposed BROADCASTING ACT

PART VY PART UI
ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENTING DUTY TO KEEP; MAINTAIN & PRESENT
BROADCASTERS RECORDS

« Incorporation and functions of > DUy e Keepand malintzin reeeres

.. « Duty to present records
assoclations

Public display of broadcast licence credentials
Identification badge
 Regulations for registration and Authority to issue administrative instructions

standards of associations for procedure for dealing with records

PART VII PART VIII
COMPLIANCE ORDERS, TAKEDOWN
ORDERS, ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES & DOMESTIC CONTENT SUPPORT FUND

COURT ORDERS e

* Types of Orders « Establishment of the Fund
+ Administrative penalties
» Appeal to the Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal . Funding of the Fund

Application by BBA to court for orders
Application by BBA to block access to
Internet-based broadcast

 Grants from the Fund




PART X

MISCELLANEOUS

« Emergency broadcasts
Commencement
Conseqguential amendments
Expenses
Regulations
Annual reporting by the BBA Board of
Directors

INCLUDED PROVISIONS

Parts IX and X of the proposed BROADCASTING ACT

PART IX

OFFENCES & PENALTIES

* Various offences and penalties.

* Increased fines

* General penalty

Broadcast standards and quality

Transitional

References in other enactments

Amendment of Schedules

Regulations to establish
broadcasting code of conduct

Allowances of Board members




INCLUDED PROVISIONS

Schedules of the proposed BROADCASTING ACT

SCHEDULES
m B
SCHEDULE | SCHEDULE I
Composition & Procedures of the Board of Composition of the Broadcasting Appeals
Directors of the BBA Tribunal
iz} B
SCHEDULE Il SCHEDULE IV

Compliance Order (Template) Consequential Amendments




PART I

PRELIMINARY

New name: BROADCASTING ACT, 2026

New/amended definitions for: “blocking measures”, “broadcast”, “broadcast
channel”, “broadcaster”, “broadcasting”, “broadcasting service”, “domain name”,
“Domain Name Service Provider”, “"domestic channel”, “domestic programme”,
“‘dynamic blocking measures”, “emergency broadcast”, “IP Address”, “Internet

n u n u

Service Provider”, “mirror site”, “national online broadcaster”, “programme”,

“programmer”, and “Tribunal”.




PART II

ADMINISTRATION

« BBA functions remain the same, save for addition/expansion of powers to:
o Receive and investigate complaints
o Issue compliance orders, takedown orders, issue administrative
penalties etc. to address non-compliance
o Institute legal proceedings in court against offenders

o Establish and maintain a Register of associations representing licensees

o Issue administrative instructions, guidelines and directives




PART III

LICENSING

« Categories of licences:

o “audio broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster offering aural programmes via a
broadcast channel to the public, transmitted by means other than the frequency
spectrum, whether for or without a charge or fee;

o “video broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster offering audio-visual
programmes via a broadcast channel to the public, transmitted by means other
than the frequency spectrum, whether for or without a charge or fee;

o “free-to-air broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster offering either aural or
audio-visual programmes via a broadcast channel to the public, transmitted
through a frequency spectrum licensed by the Public Utilities Commission for
that purpose;

o “national online broadcasting service”, for a person who operates as a national

online broadcaster.




PART III

LICENSING (CONT’D)

» Categories of licences (cont'd):

o “multi-channel streaming broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster which offers a

broadcasting service to the public, where such broadcasting service consists of a
grouping of broadcast channels offered to the public through internet-based sources and
internet-dependent digital platforms, and such programmes may be continuous or on-
demand and may be offered to the public for a fee or without a fee, unless otherwise
exempted by Order of the Minister;

“multi-channel linear broadcasting service”, for a broadcaster which offers a
broadcasting service to the public, where such broadcasting service consists of the
grouping of broadcast channels offered to the public for a fee or without a fee through a
closed transmission path;

“broadcast resale and marketing service”, for a person who re-sells, re-distributes or

markets any broadcast or device which delivers programmes, whether or not those

broadcasts or devices have been licensed under this section;




PART III

LICENSING (CONT’D)

Exemptions to be prescribed for “national online broadcaster”, to consider that licensees should
only be those that meet criteria such as commercial benefits of the online broadcast, audience
size, availability and accessibility to the broadcast, frequency of broadcasts.
o Any person can apply for an exemption from being required to be licensed as a “nhational
online broadcaster” if they do not fit the criteria.

Provisional broadcasting license may be granted to an applicant, pending the applicant
receiving telecommunications license (where applicable for infrastructural/equipment purposes)
o Broadcasting license is finalized and fully approved once telecommunications licence is
presented to BBA.

Easier renewal process for holders of valid licence who file renewal no later than 3 months prior
to licence expiration.

Government-owned broadcast deemed to be licensed, and is to comply with standards under
Act.




PART IV

BROADCASTING APPEALS TRIBUNAL

« A person may appeal to the Tribunal if aggrieved by a decision of the BBA relating to:

o the refusal of the grant or the refusal of the renewal of a licence;

o terms or conditions applicable to a licence;

o a final compliance order or a takedown order, with or without administrative penalties;

o a decision of the Authority as to the type or category in which a broadcaster’s broadcast channel
falls;

o any other decision or undertaking of any other action where the right of appeal or opportunity to
be heard is expressly referred to the Tribunal.

« No appeal against refusal of grant/renewal of licence, or against administrative penalties, once

decision made on ground of preservation of national security.

» Appeal of a Tribunal decision shall be heard by the Court of Appeal on a point of law.




PARTV

ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENTING BROADCASTERS

« Any group of licensees can form an association (BCTVOA no longer named).

* Must be registered as a not-for-profit body corporate with BCCAR specifically for
the functions in subsection (3) of Act

« Conditions of being an association member include compliance with payment
of member’s portion of fees for licensed content negotiated via the association.

o Failing which, that association shall submit a complaint to BBA against that

member for BBA to exercise its investigative and regulatory powers.




PART VI

DUTY TO KEEP; MAINTAIN & PRESENT RECORDS

* Licensee to update its records with the Authority to include any licenses,
permits, approval and consents required under the Act or any other applicable

law e.g. Telecommunications Act

« Licensee can be summoned before BBA to present evidence of live/delayed

broadcasts and other records necessary to show compliance with Act

» Licensee must display copy of broadcast licence within public view at every

premises where public conducts business with licensee.




PART VI

DUTY TO KEEP; MAINTAIN & PRESENT RECORDS
(CONT’D)

« |dentification badges for employees/representatives of licensees:

(0]

Optional to apply to BBA for issuance of licensee badge.

Badge will state (amongst other things): Licensee Name, Broadcast licence
number and expiration date, Name and position of badge holder, relevant
disclaimers.

Fee applies for preparation and printing of badges.

Licensee required to recover and return badges from terminated/resigned or

long-suspended employees.

« BBA can issue administrative instructions outlining procedures under the Part.




PART VII

COMPLIANCE ORDERS, TAKEDOWN ORDERS,
ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES & COURT ORDERS

« BBA empowered to issue compliance order with a deadline for a licensee to comply,
inclusive of ordering an administrative penalty of not more than BZ$10,000.00
o Penalty amount to be determined only after consideration of 14 factors associated
with the non-compliance.
o Following compliance or if non-compliance continues, BBA required to publish a
copy of the compliance order stamped “Compliant”/’"Non-Compliant”, and outline
any final administrative penalties which may still apply for initial/ongoing non-

compliance

« Administrative penalty must be imposed no more than 3 years after the date on which

the facts of the alleged contravention first came to BBA's authority




PART VII

COMPLIANCE ORDERS, TAKEDOWN ORDERS,
ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES & COURT ORDERS (CONT*D)

« Takedown order:

o issued when the contravention concerns ongoing infringement of rights of
programmers and other intellectual property rightsholders with rights in a broadcast or

programme.

o requires immediate removal of infringing content & imposition of administrative penalty
not exceeding BZ$2,000/day.

« Appeal can be brought to the Tribunal to reduce quantum of administrative penalties

iImposed, but applicant must first comply with the demands of the order and pay at least

10% of penalty pending appeal outcome.

« BBA can apply to court for an order to for a person to cease non-compliant activity and any

other relief/order/remedy seen necessary.




PART VII

COMPLIANCE ORDERS, TAKEDOWN ORDERS,
ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES & COURT ORDERS (CONT*D)

« Application by BBA to High Court to block access to Internet-based broadcast:
o BBA must first issue a compliance/takedown order to the broadcaster, and if there is no

compliance, then BBA may apply to court for ISP, Domain Name Service Provider or

other intermediary to block access
o Order to block access may apply at domain-level, IP Address-level, and through dynamic

blocking measures to prevent access to mirror sites and alternative domains.

« Court isempowered to order the disclosure of user identity data which can assist BBA with

identifying non-compliant broadcaster

« Court is required to ensure that the BBA issued a compliance order, the measure being

requested is necessary and proportionate & there are safeguards in place to minimize

undue interference with lawful content/services.




PART VIII

DOMESTIC CONTENT SUPPORT FUND

* Fund established to:
o support the availability and sustainability of domestic broadcasting services carrying
content of public, cultural, educational, informational or national significance
o promote the production and dissemination of Belizean content
o facilitate the carriage of qualifying domestic broadcasts by licensees without imposing
carriage fees on such undertakings; and

o advance diversity and plurality in the broadcasting sector.

 Fund contributions from: licensee annual contributions in amounts to determined in
separate regulations, GOB when appropriated; lawfully payable grants, gifts, donations and

other funds as allowed by law.

o BBAto keep separate accounts in respect of the Fund.




PART VIII

DOMESTIC CONTENT SUPPORT FUND (CONT*D)

BBA shall annually grant funds from the Fund to designated domestic channels, as

defined under the Act and regulations.
Any licensee producing domestic programming generally, may apply for a grant from
the Fund save for a licensee already recipient for that year as a domestic channel

designate.

Separate regulations will address eligibility requirements, terms and conditions, criteria

and procedures.

Grant recipients will be required to comply with specific requirements such as

accounting and reporting.




PART IX

OFFENCES & PENALTIES

« Offences outlined in detail.
o Mid-level offences attract fines of up to BZ$50,000.00
m |f convicted for being in possession of unlicensed apparatus, court can additionally

order forfeiture of the equipment.

o High-level offences, especially those that concern unlicensed broadcasts and

broadcasting apparatus, attract fines of up to BZ$100,000.00

o Ongoing non-compliance after a BBA/Tribunal notice, demand or other order along with

a conviction for carrying on the activity, attracts fines of up to BZ$1,500.00/day for

ongoing non-compliance.

« General penalty for offences with no specified penalty: fine of up to BZ$50,000.00




PART X

MISCELLANEOUS

* NEMO can publish and broadcasters must broadcast an emergency broadcast
iImmediately upon receiving, and shall air with the frequency and prominence required
by NEMO's directive.

o Public transmission of emergency broadcasts done at broadcaster’s expense.
* Broadcast quality and standards may be prescribed, and broadcasters must comply.
* BBA is to establish a broadcasting code of conduct, by Minister's approval via
regulations, and the BBA must consider an outlined list of factors to be covered in the

code.

« BBA empowered to amend Schedules | & Il of the Act, with approval of the Minister.

6 month transitional period for current broadcasters once new Act is passed




SCHEDULES

* Schedule I: Composition of BBA Board has been adjusted to 7 persons consisting of: CEO in
Ministry for broadcasting, 1 PUC representative, 1 broadcasting industry representative, and

4 Ministerial appointments with knowledge and experience in broadcasting.

» Schedule Il: Broadcasting Appeals Tribunal
o will consist of 5 members being 1 attorney appointed by the BBA, 1 attorney appointed
by the Bar Association, Registrar of Intellectual Property or his/her designate,
experienced private sector representative each from the Belize Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and the Belize Business Bureau, and 1 PUC representative

o Appointments for no more than 3 years with eligibility for one additional 3-year term.

* Schedule lll: Template of the COMPLIANCE ORDER described under Part VIl of the Act.

« Schedule IV: Consequential amendments to Belize Telecommunications Act and Copyright
Act.




15 MINUTE COFFEE BREAK

y m@ “  Remember to scan the QR code for Slido to share your feedback and join the Q&A session.

Questions and comments will be reviewed during and after this session.




WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE

PROPOSED
NEW BROADCASTING
REGULATIONS?

An overview of the key provisions and framework




KEY PROVISIONS

Parts | through IV of the proposed BROADCASTING REGULATIONS

PART I PART II

PRELIMINARY APPLICATION PROCEDURE & FEES

» Form of broadcasting licence application in Sch. |

* New title “Broadcasting Regulations, 2026"
* Timeline for BBA decision

» New definitions for “Basic Package Service’,
“may-carry rule” and “must-carry rule”

» Duration of a licence.
» Provisional approval of licence

« Annual fees

PART III g

LICENSE TERMS & CONDITIONS CHANNELS, & DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES

- Licence not transferable or assignable. + Basic Package Service offering.

» Permission to broadcast, and compliance of * Minimum and maximum threshold of domestic
broadcasts. content.

« Notification of changes to licensee records » Certification of domestic channel

» Authority requests for information or answers « Publication of list of domestic channels




KEY PROVISIONS

Parts IV (cont'd) through Part VI of the proposed BROADCASTING REGULATIONS
PARTV

PROCEDURE FOR APPEALS

PART IV (CONT*D)

BASIC PACKAGE SERVICE, DOMESTIC
CHANNELS, & DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES

« Government-owned broadcasting service
 Domestic channels created by broadcasters
* Priority for domestic channels

* Inability of broadcasters to meet required
domestic channel threshold

« Appeal where licensee is unable to meet
requirement

« Application of may-carry rule to domestic
channels in Basic Package Service and
other subscription packages.

 Initiating an appeal

* Decision of the Tribunal

PART UI

MISCELLANEOUS

* Regulations subject to negative
resolution




KEY PROVISIONS

SCHEDULES of the proposed BROADCASTING REGULATIONS

SCHEDULE I SCHEDULE IXI

Application form for a new or renewal of Template Broadcasting License
a Broadcasting License (Final/Provisional/Renewal)

SCHEDULE III SCHEDULE IV

List of Annual Fees for Broadcasting . .
Basic Package Service Cost

Licences




PART I

PRELIMINARY

New name: BROADCASTING REGULATIONS, 2026

New definitions for: “Basic Package Service”, “may-carry rule” and “must-

carry rule”




PART II

APPLICATION PROCEDURE AND FEES

 BBA to decide on application for broadcasting license within 4 weeks of
receipt of application.

« BBA may issue licence for not less than 5 years and not more than 15 years,
with terms and conditions
o Applicant to indicate desired duration in application and justify.
o Due consideration given to duration granted to other similar licensees.

« Annual fees payable to Consolidated Revenue no later than January 15th
annually




PART III

LICENCE TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Formal requirement now in place requiring broadcasters to have
intellectual property permits and consents.

GOB indemnified for any licensee’s unauthorized use of content, including
infringement of intellectual property rights.

Licensee must notify and update BBA of changes to its records within 14
days of change

Licensee must comply with a written request from BBA for information or
responses within 14 days of receipt of notice/request.




PART IV

BASIC PACKHAGE SERVICE, DOMESTIC CHANNELS, AND
DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES

« BASIC PACKAGE SERVICE:
o Licensees in categories of multi-channel linear broadcasting service or multi-

channel streaming broadcasting service shall offer a Basic Package Service
o Basic Package Service intended to be a low-cost package with a selection of
educational and informational content (duly licensed and permitted for

iInclusion)
o Cost of package is in the Schedule: no greater than BZ$60/month inc. taxes

« DOMESTIC CHANNELS AND DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES:

o Minimum and maximum threshold can be Gazetted to mandate number of
domestic programmes on a single broadcast channel or domestic channels
within a package of broadcast channels that must be included (‘must-carry’)

o Conditions for BBA to certify a ‘domestic channel are outlined




PART IV

BASIC PACKHAGE SERVICE, DOMESTIC CHANNELS, AND
DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES (CONT°D)

« DOMESTIC CHANNELS AND DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES (cont'd):
o GOB-owned broadcast channel is automatically deemed to be a certified
domestic channel subject to ‘must-carry rule’
o Order of priority for inclusion of certified domestic channels include:
m BBA-certified domestic channels
m GOB-owned broadcast channel
m |n the case of broadcasters offering subscription packages of channels,

their own informational channel (scrolling images; community-related

advertising etc.)




PART IV

BASIC PACKHAGE SERVICE, DOMESTIC CHANNELS, AND
DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES (CONT°D)

« DOMESTIC CHANNELS AND DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES (cont'd):

o Procedure outlined for an application for a waiver or reduction of
required number of domestic channels, when a broadcaster is unable
to meet the required domestic channel threshold in a package of
channels

o If the waiver/reduction is inadequate in the broadcaster’s opinion,
appeal can be filed to Tribunal

o If a broadcaster has more domestic channel options than required to

be included in its package under ‘must-carry rule’ by Order, then the

‘may-carry rule’ applies to the negotiations




DOMESTIC CHANNELS AND DOMESTIC PROGRAMMES-
MUST-CARRY US. MAY-CARRY (CONT’D)

» Certified domestic channels which express interest in being included in a
package of channels under the must-carry rule will not be compensated by the

broadcaster carrying the content.
o Broadcasters who offer channel packages will be required to include the

domestic channels in the Basic Package Service

o The Domestic Content Support Fund is created primarily to support ‘must-

carry’ domestic channels who fall under this section

m Annual grant payment is a way of off-setting expenses of the domestic

content creator, and avoids lengthy and costly negotiations over a royalty

cost to carry domestic channel in a package.




PARTV

PROCEDURE FOR APPEALS

Appeal to Tribunal is initiated by making written submission to the Tribunal within 30
days of receipt of the BBA's decision.

Tribunal then decides on manner and inclusions for further submissions from the
complainant and/or the BBA.

Tribunal’s ruling may:

o

o

(e]

(e]

o

confirmm BBA's decision;

vary BBA's decision;

amend or set aside BBA's decision or order;

make any order which the BBA ought to have made; or
make such further or other order as the case may require.

Tribunal's written reasons due within 21 days of determination of appeal by Tribunal.




PART VI

MISCELLANEOUS

“These Regulations are subject to negative resolution”

o Regulations become law when it is made/published, but Parliament
has the power, within a specified period, to annul it by passing a
resolution to do so.




SCHEDULES

Schedule I: Template of Application for a Broadcasting License (New or Renewal)
o Will require corporate documents, tax documents, telecommunications licence
(where applicable), list of broadcasting channels by subscription package and
relevant permissions obtained (where applicable), history of court-related IP

offences, copy of prior-issued licence and termes.

Schedule II: Template of Broadcasting Licence (Final/Provisional/Renewal)

Schedule Ill: (see next slide)

Schedule IV: Basic Package Service Fee (“no greater than BZ$60.00 per month,

inclusive of taxes)




SCHEDULE I1II- ANNUAL LICENSE FEES

Category I - Audio Broadcasting Service

1,000.00

Category II - Video Broadcasting Service

2,000.00

Category III - Free-to-Air Broadcasting Service

(a) Radio

(b) Television

2,000.00 (Belize District)

1,000.00 (each other
District)

6,000.00 (Nationwide)

4,000.00 (Belize District)

2,000.00 (each other
District)

10,000.00 (Nationwide)

Category V- Multi-Channel Linear Broadcasting
Service

8,000.00 (within the limits
of any city)

4,500.00 (within the limits
of any town)

1,000.00 (within the limits
of any village)

Category VI - Broadcast Resale and Marketing
Service

3,000.00

Category IV- Multi-Channel Streaming
: Od4dca i ervice

1O SCIY

Category VII - National Online Broadcasting
Service

2,000.00
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Please use the Slido QR code to participate in
upcoming live surveys and share your feedback.
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT T )
begins after the break.

with your camera
or QR code app




STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT



On a scale of 1-5 (with 5 being "Fully Support"), to what extent do you support the proposed
Domestic Content Support Fund, as the right mechanism to achieve giving financial support to
Belizean content creators?



Do you consider the proposed penalties to be proportionate and fair, while still providing a strong
enough deterrent against non-compliance or offences?



Are there any crucial issues or unintended outcomes that you think should be considered in the
Broadcasting Bill and/or Regulations before they are finalized?



' Audience Q&A



FINAL & STEPS TO PASS THE BROADCASTING ACT

. @

® Cabinet Review and Approval — After consultations, the Ministry presents the
final Bill text and details of proposed amendments to Cabinet for approval.

" N
® House of Representatives Approval — The bill is introduced in the House and
must pass First Reading, Second Reading, Committee Stage, and Third Reading.
. J
d N\

Senate Approval — The Senate debates and approvals the same version of
the bill, with any amendments agreed by the House.

Governor-General Assent and Gazette Publication — Once both Houses approve the
bill, it is submitted for assent and then published in the Government Gazette as an Act.

@-

® @ ®
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Thank you for your attention!
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CONTACTING THE CONSULTANT CONTACTING THE BBA
! LAW FIRM OF MARISSA F. LONGSWORTH | | #4 TAWAN STREET, BELIZE CITY
info@marissalongsworth.com | = -
223-3953
223-3593 & 614-0637 belize.broadcastingauthority@outlook.com




